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The citations are largely drawn from Massachusetts cases but 
the subject is dealt with in such a way as to make the book 
valuable as a source of reference in any part of the United 
States. For a quick method of "brushing up" on the subject 
the book should prove of great value but it does not pretend to 
treat of the matter in the extensive and scholarly manner of 
Pomeroy. However, it is the author's purpose to produce simply 
a book of rules for the use of the busy practitioner and in this 
he has succeeded admirably. 

A Sketch of English Legal History. By Frederic W. Maitland 
and Francis C. Montague. Edited by James F. Colby. Pub- 
lished by G. P. Putnam's Sons, New York and London. 19I5. 
pp. 229. 

This book is a reprint of a series of articles which appeared in 
"Social England." Its purpose is to furnish a brief but compre- 
hensive, accurate but untechnical account of the origin and 
growth of English law. The book is of value to Americans only 
as giving an historical account of that system of law from which 
our system is largely derived, but being written 'in an untechnical 
and interesting fashion it should be largely read by students of 
English law. To all such we heartily commend it. 

Ethics in Service. By William Howard Taft, New Haven. Yale 
University Press. I915. pp. IOI. 

This book consists of the addresses delivered in the Page Lec- 
ture Series, I914, by Professor Taft before the senior class of 
the Sheffield Scientific School, Yale University. The first two 
chapters are given over to a discussion of the ethics and ideals 
of the legal profession. There is there set forth a short history 
of the profession, showing that though lawyers have ever received 
the condemnation of their fellow citizens, yet the profession has 
ever been in the lead in the progress of society and has con- 
tributed very many illustrious names to the pages of history. 
This section also contains an outline and discussion of the system 
of legal ethics as advocated and practiced to-day. The third 
chapter contains a discussion of the Executive Power which is 
even more interesting for the inclusion of several incidents in 
which the author took part. The last two chapters deal with 
"The Signs of the Times" in which the author discusses such 
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